fitting the space for a multi-purpose urban park, intended for special events, public gathering, and
potentially a market. For the entire Blackstone community there are significant social and economic
impacts with this proposal. A multi-purpose space provides a gathering place for visitors, residents, and
merchants to forge binding and profitable relationships. In contrast, a surface parking lot use provides
minimal economic development impact and would benefit only a few local merchants.

The primary goal of the Virginia Main Street program is to build economic vitality in Virginia’s
downtown business districts. Withal, the current Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) shares a
similar purpose and it is our understanding that a surface parking lot is not in keeping with the current
CDBG plan. Any solution should take into account supporting the local architcctural character and
commercial storefront design, sustaining the existing businesses and nurturing future business
development, and building community through events, cultural tourism and regional outreach.

Sincerely,

Kyle/H. Meyer
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