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August 25th Hometown Jams gets rained out!
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Crowds stayed until the storm sent them
packing or ducking for cover!

Dlrector S Desk
We had big plans for the August 25th concert with the Janitors on deck and
ready to play to a packed house
day so the band did not play a single note as the clouds darkened the sky and
threatened rain until 7:30 when it actually began to pour. Nevertheless, a crowd
came and enjoyed themselves until the very last minute. Needless to say, we
were all a bit disappointed as were the band members but when the lightning
came, it just was not safe for them or us to stick around. We will have a local
band called Paladin to play our final date on Thursday, September 29th. This is
Jeff Jackson’s band whi ch pdisaearied f C
this year. Although not as big a name as the Janitors, Paladin has a reputation

for putting on a good show so we look forward to having them for our finale.

but

WHATO6S NE W:NEWSfiGmn Dodntown

On August 31st, Progresswe Physical Therapy opened at 104 W. Broad and
then on Friday, September 9th two more new businesses had ribbon cuttings,

Sydney’'s restaurant at 101 S. Mai n
Broad Street. Between these three businesses, 29 new jobs have been oreated
the downtown historic district! These businesses replace Just Sew, JC Penney
Catalog store and Sullivan’s Bistra




_| The picture to the left shows DBi Executive Director,
Lafayette Dickens presenting to a Leadership class at
Nottoway High School. The instructor of the class, Mr.
Burke George, plans to have his students tour down-

. town in coming months and meet some local business
@ entrepreneurs as well as professionals in fields they as-
f pire to pursue after college. It is also a goal to expose
them to leaders in local government and give them a

: time permits. An additional goal is to inspire these
future leaders to volunteer their time and talents now and to come back after college.

Sam McCracken, the new Executive Director at VUMAC, got to meet many business people at the
end of August when he spent a full day downtown. One of his goals is to increase the number of
visitors from 16,000 to 30,000 and he is very interested in working closely with DBI to coordinate
and perpetuate a mutually beneficial relationship that will further strengthen and grow the link
between VUMAC and downtown businesses.

Virginia Main Street Essentials

Tuesday and Wednesday, September 13th and 14th were spent in South
Boston at the annual Virginia Main Street training that focuses on two of
the four points that embody the Main Street approach. This year focused on
Design on Tuesday and Economic Restructuring on Wednesday. Main
Street architect, Kathy Frazier was the keynote speaker and presenter on
the first day and Todd Barman, National Trust program officer presented on
Wednesday. DBi was represented by Lafayette Dickens and Economic
Restructuring Chair Beth Winn. Newly designated community Farmville
was also there represented by Lacy Ward, Caryn Katon and Sheri McGuire.




New DBi Organization Committee Chair

DBi is pleased to announce that Lynn Shekleton, who has diligently served
In many capacities including as a committee member, has agreed to step up
to head the Organization Commit
for DBI and to recruit and train volunteers as well as to inform the public
about the organization’s accomp
letters, etc. as well as to manage finances by establishing sound accounting
procedures. Lynn is the Senior Vice President of Branch Administration and
Human Resources at Citizens Bank & Trust Company.

Chamber of Commerce Arts & Crafts Festival
The 43rd annual Blackstone Chamber of Commerce Arts
& Crafts Festival was held on September 10th and 11th
$a T and as always, the crowds came out in huge numbers to
' 9 enjoy the festivities and with the dunking booth, bounce for
5 fun, pony rides, bands, cars, horses, art, crafts, and great
food, there was something for everyone to enjoy! We hope
you didn’t miss it but if yc
g strive to make it bigger and better each year!!

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Appearing at the final Hometown Jams concert of the season on
Thursday, September 29th playing dance music from the 60s, 70s,
80s, and 90s will be Paladin featuring local musician Jeff Jackson
who once played bass guitar for the Overtime band.

.3, 5Ok The band consists of lead vocalist, Mike Harding from Chesterfield,
O | Steve Davis from Amelia who plays keyboard, and Sax, Jeff Lily on
I o Bl drums is from Powhatan, and Jeff Wadford, on lead guitar and
Stephanie Randall on keyboard and sax provide vocals both are

from Tappahannock!

Mark your calendars:

Southside Area Community Theater (SACT) has begun rehearsals for *The Dixie Swim
Club". Show dates will be October 15 &16 and October 22 & 23. This promises to be a very
funny and recognizable show for our community

September 22nd: 10am Grand Opening for Paradise Consignment
Located at 222 S. Main Street across the street from Farmers Café. The public is invited.,

September 24th Final Monthly Cruise-in

October 5th Downtown Stakeholders Meeting

Meeting at the Fire station for downtown property owners and business owners to discuss
Holiday Open House plans and give information regarding the Historical Marker program.
Meeting begins at 6:30 with refreshments and will end around 8pm.

Fun Fact answer: Gilmore Environmental which is located at 109 W. Broad Street
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Sunshine Wines Moncure Insurance Agency Wright Auto Supply
Watkins Jewelers Blackstone Emporium Green Automotive

Grey Swan Bed & Breakfast Little Shepherdds FIl or
OncevlectrumUndervlectrum.com guitars Grandesigns

WE THANK ALL OUR SPONSORS FOR COMING THROUGH TO
ASSURE THE FINANCIAL SUCCESS OF HOMETOWN JAMS!
REMEMBER: LAWN CHAIRS WELCOMED, NO COOLERS
ALLOWED AND BY ALL MEANS BRING A FRIEND!

Fun Facts:
What business is presently located in the building that used to be Citizens Bank & Trust

Company on the street that used to be the main street in Blackstone back in the 1800s?

Answer on page 3



