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DBi Welcomes2 new retail shops to Blackstone in June!

¥

Ribboncutting: Above, DBi Executive Director Lafayette Dickens cuts the ribbon on opening day for Sunshine
Wines located at 116 W. Broad Street: (Joe Allman, Grace McDonald, Barbara Thompson, Lafayette Dickens,
Francis Gilmore, Sara Ryan, Misty Ryan, and John Ryan. A week later Paradise Consignment opened for busine
at 222 N. Main Street (See photo to the right).

Director's Desk

Two new retail shops opened for business in Blackstone during the month of June. C
June 18th, Francis Gilmore and Sara Ryan had the grand opening for Sunshine Win
a retail shop that features Wines, Micro brew beers, gifts, cheeses, dips, and many
other unique food items. Less than a week later, on June 23rd, Barbara Thompson
opened Paradise Consignment Shop at 222 N. Main Street. This shop features cloth
for women, and children. Be sure to go by both locations and check out the latest the
Blackstone has to offer!

Also of note is that Town Council gave unanimous approval for DBi to proceed with
the downtown concert series following a recommendation from the building and

cemetery committee. The event wiBIG be
sounds! o Lauren Duffy, a rising 7th gt
name winning $25 in a contest that wa:c

will take place in the hole on Thursday, July 28th. Gates open at 5:45 and the band
will play from 6-9 p.m. The Overtime Band will perform the inaugural event and
admission will be only $5 for adults 13 years old and up, childi&? Will pay $2

and children under 5 get in free. The admission gates will be the corner of S. Main at
Broad and S. Main and Elm where traffic will be diverted during the concert.

| had the opportunity to give a presentation to the Rotary on June 13th. It is always a
pleasure to have dinner with the Rotarians and share good news about all the happe
ings that most citizens might not be fully aware of. Everyone notices the cosmetic

changes that have taken place on the facades but the fact is, there has been job gro
business growth, investment growth, reduction in the vacancy rate and an indication
these positive accomplishments is the fact that the meals tax has doubled since 200
What 6s remarkable is that all this has:c



Caught In The Act!

It is always good to catch people doing thin
to make the town more attractive and this
month Alice Allman was caught-@otting

flower pots on West Broad Street near the [
office. The smile on her face would seem tg
suggest that this is a labor of love for her.
not only appreciate the job you did but we &
appreciate the positive attitude you showed
while doing it. The reason the town looks ag
good as it does is because so many people
Alice share in the work.

GOLD LIONS

Commander: CW3 William Huttemann; TAC Officers: CW3 Brian Temple, CW3 Dwan Jackson, CW2 Sheryl Scott, CW2
Wayne Sexton; Warrant Officer Candidates: Mohomed Azeez, Timothy Bowker, Jon Connelly, Dennis Dufresne, Michael
Fincher, Jerome Johnson, Ken Krise, Rhonda Krise, and Sandra Williams

Warrant Officer Candidates from the 18Regional Training Institute on Fort Pickett

conducted a community project on Main Street in the township of Blackstone, Virginia, on June
25" 2011. The Warrant Officer Candidate School course curriculum requires these aspiring
future Warrant Officers to plan, organize, and execute a community service project as an
exercise in civilian/military operations. This is an annual event for the school. This year, the
students chose a project cleaning and painting the metal grates around the trees on Main Street
to improve public safety and to help beautify the historic town of Blackstone.



This project was part of their fivweek Phase Il coursework to earn their warrant officer commis-
sions. Nine officer candidates spent the day refurbishing 25 drainage grates surrounding trees on
the street in downtown Blackstone in coordination with Downtown Blackstone, Inc. The commu-
nity service project is part of the official curriculum established by Fort Rucker for all warrant
officer candidates with an emphasis on project development, logistical planning and interaction
with community leaders. The warrant officer candidate course begins with a distance learning
phase, followed by course work conducted at Fort Pickett over five drill weekends, and then the
candidates conduct a tweeek annual training at Camp Atterbury, Ind. The-tmeek annual

training period begins July 14 and candidates are scheduled to graduate July 30. Newly commis-
sioned warrant officers will be recognized in Virginia in October.

. One of the goals of DBi is to create
partnershl ps i n our O:¢
.i:. the town and Fort Pickett is one of the
&9 partners we are very fortunate and ap-
NS, }= preciative to have. This latest effort by
“h the Warrant Officer Candidate School
= will go a long way toward sprucing up
downtown. Tree grates might seem like
a small detail but there are so many of
them that painting them as opposed to
letting a thick layer of rust develop on
them makes a huge impact!

Visitors notice attention to detail like this and it just goes another step toward making downtown

look as inviting and well kept as possible. The efficiency and diligence of this group to complete
this project was admirable. Francis Gil moreds
forge this latest partnership. With all of the many elements that go into making downtown a desir-
able place to be, we hope that the Warrant Officer Candidate School will consider choosing a
downtown task for their community service project next year as well!

Thank you to the Warrant Officers Candidates from the Fort Pickett 183rd Regional Training
Institute for a mission accomplished and a job well done!



Rotary Presentation

On Monday, June 13th, | met with the Rotary Club. | had
spoken to the group in October so my goal was to give
update of the activities and accomplishments of DBi sinc
that time. | also wanted to give them new information so
everyone would go away with something that they did no
know prior to our time together. At the same time, | wantg
recap some of the highlights that | covered from our last
meeting.

One of the first things | was tasked with after being hired ir
December of 2007 was to promote and gain participatio

and designing brochures that would summarize the .'f"f
of participating in the program. Doing these things, we were able to garner close to 100% par-
ticipation in the facade program taking it from 18 to 45 which the grant called for. We even got
a few additional facades added after the program got underway. So 4 years later, we are happy
to report that over 30 new businesses and 92 jobs were created downtown and over 60 jobs still
exist after some attrition. Interestingly, the job growth rate and the growth in the meals tax are

Year
2007
2008
2009

2010

Meal Tax
Revenue
3 318,465
$ 356,413
35 460,071
$ 603,987

Source: Town of Blackstone

Year
2007
2008
2009
2010

Total

lobs created
Downtown
5
18
25
43
92

Source: DBi VMS reports
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almost mirror images
of one another which
suggest a correlation.

Naturally, with more
people working
downtown there
would likely be more
of them eating in the
local restaurants on a
daily basis so the
correlation seems to
make sense.

One definite impact
the business growth
has had is in reducing
the vacant buildings
from 22 in 2007 to 10
in 2011, a 45% drop.
Visual images are
best for showing the
change. (See the
maps on the next

page).
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Concert Series Taking Shape
Planning for the upcoming summer concert series is
officially in high gear. To come up with a name for thg
event, DBi initiated a contest. We visited Kenston Fo["
Blackstone Primary, Nottoway Intermediate, Nottowa,
Middle, and Nottoway High seeking input from local
students. The reward was a check for $25 to the win
of the contest. Pictured to the right is Lauren Duffy,
year ol d student from M
Intermediate who came up with the idea of calling the
event AOur Homet own Jamg
simply AHomet own Jamso.

SS at

tened

t own
appear

Lauren also had a SBiggges¢d
Soundso which we chose

name. We applaud her creativity and hope that this
open up a door to continued collaboration between t
local schools and our efforts downtown.

Once we settled on a name for the event, next came the task of developing a graphic logo to
brand the event. DBi called on James Hargrave of grandesign for this creative task. We have
used Mr. Hargrave for our circular hand carved DBi sign which hangs above our office as well

as for developing the cover of our business recruitment packet and he came through for us again
by creating a very nice graphic for the event which will appear on various banners and posters
advertising AHomet own Jams©o.

We see many benefits to our summer concert series. Among the ways the town will benefit is
by increased tourism. Such an event as this should bring visitors to town from a 50 mile radius
or more. Many of these people will discover the charm of Blackstone for the first time while
others who have not been here in a while wiligcover the allure of a revitalized authentic
downtown. The local population will be afforded a relaxing evening of music at minimum cost
and with the price of gas soaring to new highs, it is a good idea to offer entertainment for the
masses that they can enjoy without having to travel far.

Perhaps the most difficult thing to change in a community is an image that has been in place for

a long period of time. However, the image of Blackstone will be enhanced by offering lively,
energetic outdoor entertainment to bring peop
and no longer a sleepy town that rolls up the sidewalk with nothing to do after 5pm. We hope as

we usher in the new era by bringing events that attract multiple generations that more of our
younger adults will see that their hometown can offer the same things that they have had to

travel out of town to enjoy in the past and that more of them will chose to stay here as we create
more employment opportunities as well as social occasions for them.

I n short, AHometown Jamso i s
year s, and we are proud to br
in your own hometown on Thursday, July 28th.

go
i

i ng
ng i

to be one
t

t O you. C



Take the time to visit Paradise Consignment at 222 S. Main St. :
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Upcoming Events DBi PROUDLY PRESENTS:

Blackstone, Virginia, will be the place to be on
Thursday, July 28th from 5:4%:00 pm. Come
join us for the first in our series of summer

concerts which wil!/ hol eo
last Thursday of July, August, and Septemb
For our first event , do wi |

provide the music! Admission is only $5 for
adults 13 yrs old and up, only $2 for childrer
age 512 and free for children under 5. Bring
friend and a blanket or a lawn chair because
promises to be a relaxing evening of fun in t
sun. Come early to get a good park and a gi
spot. We look forward to seeing you there!

The Overtime Band played recently at the P
Festival in Emporia. For a sample of their m

iy

AN ¢ B o

sic and a list of songs they perform, visit our websitetat/downtownblackstone.org/
SummerConcertMusic.htn@r theirs ahttp://www.overtimeband.com/otb _songlist

We created a sponsorship program in order to help cover the costs of the Concert Series and the
response was tremendous! In the space of a week, we were able to raise enough money to cover
the projected cost of the 3 events thanks to our many sponsors. We wanted to keep it simple so
there were three levels established as listed below:

GOLD SPONSORSHIP LEVEL CONTRIBUTION AMOUNT $1,000
SILVER SPONSORSHIP LEVEL CONTRIBUTION AMOUNT  $500
BRONZE SPONSORSHIP LEVEL CONTRIBUTION AMOUNT  $250

We had hoped to hang a banner across Main Street but must apologize because of our oversight.
The banner policy does not allow any corporate advertising so we withdrew the banner applica-
tion and hope to hang the sponsor banner in an alternate but highly visible location.


http://downtownblackstone.org/SummerConcertMusic.htm
http://downtownblackstone.org/SummerConcertMusic.htm
http://www.overtimeband.com/otb_songlist

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR © 1L LEVEL EVENT SPONSORS!
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR BRONZELEVEL EVENT SPONSORS!

Sunshine Wines Moncure Insurance Agency Wright Auto Supply
Watkins Jewelers Blackstone Emporium Green Automotive

Grey Swan Bed & Breakfast Little Shepherdds FIl or
OncevelectrumUndervelectrum.com guitars Grandesigns

WE THANK ALL OUR SPONSORS FOR COMING THROUGH TO
ASSURE THE FINANCIAL SUCCESS OF HOMETOWN JAMS!

REMEMBER: LAWN CHAIRS WELCOMED, NO COOLERS
ALLOWED AND BY ALL MEANS BRING A FRIEND!
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Contact: Christine Hasbrouck
Phone: 434-292-3199

AUDITION NOTICE

SACT will hold auditions for: "The Dixie Swim Club"
by Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope and Jamie Wooten

AUDITION DATE

Saturday August 6,20112-4 pm in the theater room at Mitchell 6s Res
401 North Main Street, Blackstone, VA 23824

Audition will consist of cold readings from the script.

Will be casting 5 women. All five women must be able to portray 40(ish) believably and will progress to

age 75 - 80 years old by the end of the show.

SYNOPSIS

This story is of five southern women, whose camaraderie began many years ago on their college swim
team. They now set aside a long weekend every August to recharge their friendship. Free from hus-
bands, kids and jobs, they meet at the same beach cottage on North Carolina's Outer Banks to catch
up, laugh and meddle in each other's lives.

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS

SHEREE HOLLINGERhe constant team captain, is practical, supportive and a fount of boundless en-

ergy. Never without her to do lists or Pocket Scheduler, her tendency to be hyper -organized occasionally

drives her friends a bit crazy. She-®meritahraomevhodivem al t omb
in Raleigh, North Carolina, with her family.

DINAH GRAYSONthe wise-cracking cynic of the group, has fought her way to the top and relishes the
view. A lawyer in the biggest and most prestigious law firm in Atlanta, Dinah excels at everything ...
except romance. Armed with a dry martini and an even drier sense of humor, Dinah seldom reveals her
softer side as she tackles life head-on.

LEXIE RICHARDSa true Southern belle who lives in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, is the vain, youth -
obsessed event planner for a chain of four-star hotels. She has never shied away from the occasional
nip or tuck and keeps her cosmetic surgeon on speed dial. Always one to revel in her status as a man-
magnet, Lexie can be counted on to share wild and hilarious tales of her romantic exploits.

JERINEAL MCFEELEYs t he ditzy ray of sunshine of the group. S
the positive side of everything. Having been a nun for many years, Jeri Neal has been protected from
|l ifebs seamier side. Even though she appears to be pre
cated to Charlottesville, Virginia, continually makes life choices that surprise and amaze her friends.

VERNADETTE SIMMS$ a hard luck case if there ever was one. Marriage and motherhood came shortly

after college, a dark cloud has hovered above her ever since. A public school teacher, with limited fi-

nances and a problematic home | ife i n Spdepesatiigby Cor ner ,
necessity. She faces her tribulations with gallows humor and the unwavering support of these lifelong

friends.

SACT is a 501C3 organization that provides quality theater experiences for the residents of Nottoway County,
Virginia and other areas in Southside Virginia.



Big Crowds likely for July 30th Cruise-In

Walter Mac received a call from a car guy that heads up the large group of cruise in cars/trucks that have
visted the Arts and Crafts the last two yearbey are promoting our July 30th Cruigeto his group in
Richmond, and he is working to have (if we have good weather) 50 or maybe even 75 cars at that

event. Expect a much larger than normal crowBill Wilkerson Jr is scheduled to perform on the

"Green @ Schwartz Taverrfor our event this month.

Blackstone is being identified as a "desirable desination" for these folks and they enjoy the friendly wel-
come and hospitality we extend each time they visit and as always this is a chance to put on our best for
their visit. DBIi will print any specials that retailers and restaurants would like to lure the crowds their
way, just send your offer tmanager@downtownblackstone.dtogay!

Bel ow are some sceneim: from | ast mont héds Crui se



mailto:manager@downtownblackstone.org

TRANSFORMATION ON WEST BROAD

Many improvements have occurred on West Broad Street since
Revitalization began. In fact, just about every building on f-_.
street has been renovated in the laStygars making it argua s
bly the most improved street in Blackstone! One of the rou
est looking buildings was purchased by Mark and Odette
mas who have chosen to do all their renovations on their o
which is the reason that it is still a work in progress after m
others are pretty much complete. Many may wonder what
plans are and what are they doing and why it is taking so |
The answer to those quest.i
talk about their vision for the building and their inspiration.

W

Great accomplishments start with a dream, a clear vision
concrete goal and game plan for reaching the end point O¢
is the planner and together, they both make it happen. Ma
and Odette are the epitome of rugged individualists. They
moved to Floyd, Virginia from South Africa several years a
Mark is employed by Gilmore Environmental Consulting. T|
association exposed Mark tf
which saw him literally convert a hole in the wall into a mods
ern office space.

Meanwhi |l e Markoés wife Odette fell in |l ove with B
great potential in the town in general and in a certain property in particular which was next door to Gilmore Et
vironmental Consulting. Never mind that the building was about as blighted as any property in town, undaunt
the couple purchased the building in 2008 and undertook a do it yourself renovation of the building working ¢
few days a month travelling back and forth from Floyd.

In addition to the inspiration provided by what Gilmore had accomplished with his building, the couple gleane
inspiration from what they had seen in the town of Floyd which had finished a block grant before Blackstone |
started. In fact, Floyd served as a model and template for many of the documents and approaches that were
lowed by Blackstone so as not to have tinkent the wheel so to speak.

The first thing Mark & Odette tackl
was the facade. The photos that fol
low show some of the work they dig
to make the fagade look the way it
does today. Many people, myself i
cluded, wondered how they would
handle the rust on their metal store
front. They sandblasted the metal
storefront and were able to getitb
to prerust condition and then they
repainted it.. The job they did on th
facade was nothing short of remar
able! Their next task was to strip t
interior in preparation for a major
renovation.




After refinishing the wood above the left entrance with stain, Mark & Odette painstakingly sandblasted the
rust off the metal facade and painted over it with a faux finish. The outside looks markedly better but the
biggest transformation will take place inside!

If you have stopped or passed by the Thomas's building lately, you might have noticed that they are working
on large timbers inside the building. In Floyd, several buildings used timber framing in their renovations so
this inspired Mark and Odette to use timber framing inside their building to reinforce the ceiling and upper
floor and at the same time add a vintage feel to the decor. The methodology they are using to do the framing
is the same as artisans of old and requires precise measurements and perfect cuts so the large beams fit to-
gether like a series of lifsized Lincoln logs. To make sure the job gets done right, they enlisted the help of
Larry ALaked Smith, a gentleman who has done man
Larry got them going but much of the continuation and completion has been turned over to Mark and Odette
to pick up where he left off. A lot has been done and a lot still remains to be done before Odies Café is com-
pleted and ready to open its doors for business. To get a bead on how this all began and where it is going, |
caught up with Odette Thomas and asked her to pen the story for me so what follows is in her words.



My intro to Blackstone:

| loved Blackstone from the firsttime Isawit. coul d f eel itdéds history,
buildings. A lot of it needed some TLC, but that was part of the excitement and helped remind

me how long it has been arounilhad a lot of characteBlackstone is a little larger and defi-
nitely different from the Town of Floyd, but
longs to be enjoyedl wanted badly to get to know one of these buildings insitteand fix it

up nicely.

Mark did a lot of work for Gilmore Environmental in W. Broad $te saw that the old build-

ing with AW NN Saw Shar penHaregvas oareharicetdlieor bec a
come part of this historic towrSoon after we bought the building in 2008 we started cleaning

up. We took down the walls, staircase and peeled away several layers of céllreggpstairs

floor span was wide and could certainly use some support in the middle.

Having seen this old trade being done in Floyd,

& frame structure, to support the upstairs flokbr.
i sounded like a new and exciting thing to learn.

small mill up in the hills of Hillsville and hauled
KA. them here to Blackstona&Vhile the wood was
@ drying, we started making our plans for a coffee
shop. We had to think of things in great de-
tail. What appliances need to go where, work
flow and customer spacéVe had to do this all
ahead of time in order to design the structutevas not easyAfter the frame goes up, you
dondét just move one of the posts, you know.

Finally, when the building was prepared, the wood was dry enough and the plans were in place,
we started trying to figure out how to build a timber frarfiée bought a book and started look-

ing around on YouTubeSoon we realized that the job was not as easy as we had Hoped.

takes specialty tools and the info is rather scabefinitely hard to understand for me, as | am

not a carpenter and have actually never worked with wood like this before.

Our Timber Frame: (for more information including videos visit odiescafe.us

| had made my design of the Coffee Shop and the frame in Google Skéithway | could

wal k through the shop and see whaThatssLimeher e et
1. We did that one together with Laké.took the three of us 19 days, including making sure it

all fit together. We took it apart again and it is now stacked, waiting for the final assembly.

Mark and | are on our own to do the reActually, we have been at it for four weeks since and


http://odiescafe.us/
http://odiescafe.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/100_4626.jpg

we are ready to put some of them Mue are so excited!

Here is what we need to do with all LindBlaning, Squaring, layirgut (drawing the joinery

plans on the wood), scribing (cutting of the joinery)-a@ssembling, squaring the frame

(making sure all the pieces fit together straight and squareasuring and drawing where the
braces go, taking it all apart again, scribing the joinery for the braces and making sure it all

fits. And that does not even talk about the chamfering, sanding and oiling the pieces before the

final assembly.

Just like learning to drive a manual car for the first time, if you do it intensively and often
enough, you go to sleep with it and dream about it all nihe same with learning how to

build these But after a while you get used to the ne
ods and start understanding the concépt. have | earnt one i mportant
consuming.

We are done with the drawings on Line 2 and Liné/urk has cut them and we fit them
together to see they were donerighto our surprise, they were goo

Mark and Odette are working towards a vision
to eventually include a three panel mural on
the Municipal Parking | ot
Smith is the guy who has been the guru on the

timber framing and he has a very dynamic

website that we encourage you to check out at
http://appalachianrhythm.com/index.htm



http://appalachianrhythm.com/index.htm
http://odiescafe.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/100_5548.jpg

Business Spotlight: Dominion Carpet

It doesnodot take | on Me n
is a native New Yorker. The accent rings
through in his voic Bi l

vernacular can get a tad colorful at times b
sitting down with him, one quickly comes to
realize that he is a passionate and caring
businessman with a deep knowledge that h
willing to share on a variety of topics. Whe
the topic turns to flooring, carpet, or its prog £ f:
installation, Bill pours out knowledge like i
water from a fountain and it becomes very &
obvious that he is not just selling a product,§

product to educate the consumer on its beshi
application for his situation.

The story of the business reads | i ke a biogra
Menting was 13 he worked as a helper at Iran Carpets in Uniondale, New York. Bill worked as

an installer and stock boy during summers and on weekends for

35 cents an hour. Even while in college, Bill apprenticed as a

ceramic tile installer and received training through FCITS,

Floor Covering Institute of Technical Services.

Bill majored in radiologic technologies at the C.W. Post cam-
pus of Long Island University in Old Brookville, New York,

' but found that he enjoyed being around the public in a retail

A setting so decided to stay with the carpet industry. After col-

. lege, Bill became a salesman for Kaufman Carpets and later, a
== tile installer then after a couple of years, he started selling for
Procida, a tile importer. This experience provided him exposure
' to the wholesale side of the carpet industry.

' In 1986 Bill went to work for Howard Carpet Mills as an inde-
Blpendent agent representing six c
later in 1988, he took the plunge and decided to open Value

I Carpet out of a garage and office in an industrial park. He built

it into a profitable business which he sold in 1991 enabling him

to move his young family to a rural Virginia setting.

Once while visiting his father who had moved to Blackstone 2 or 3 years earlier, Bill had gone
to Green Front in Farmville to check out their operation. Seeing that there was no direct
competition in the area, he decided to find a location and opened Value Carpets on 3rd street.
By 1992, Bill had opened additional locations in Richmond on Midlothian Turnpike, and West
Broad Street. Then, in 1993, the economy tanked and the building market took major hits which
created a ripple affect forcing Bill to shut down all three stores as major businesses that owed
him large sums of money closed down dragging him down with them. The final blow was a
freeze on SBA loans at the time which closed off his only avenue of stemming the tide.



Bill then went to work for Haynes Furniture on Hull Street and was quickly promoted to

manager at the Hampton location. In late 1995, Bill took an offer as a buyer in Louisiana for
Kirschmandéds Furniture out of New Orl eans, Lou
happy with the school system and since they had always wanted to raise their family away from

a big city atmosphere Bill moved back to Blackstone in August of 1996 and took a job with
Mohawk Carpet Mills as an outside sales rep u
spections for large manufacturers to settle claims. | also started selling carpet out of my home

and decided to get a permanent location opening on the Municipal Parking lot side of Addie
Bennettds building (presently Lucky 8s). When
Bill expanded into that space and after Carri
the entire building in 2004. Bill added decorative accessories, area rugs, wicker items and bam-

boo but discontinued those lines after two years and stayed true to his main line, carpet. Due to

the condition of the building, Bill moved to his present location at 104 W. Broad Street in 2008.
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AMERTCAN OLEAN

Dominion Carpet offers carpet, ceramics, glass tile, porcelain tile, cork, hardwood, bamboo,
metallics, vinyl tile, linoleum, and laminate flooring. Basically, if it covers a floor, Dominion
Carpet has it or can get it. The store is divided into sections with a large selection of all the
various types of flooring and carpet samples to choose from.
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LINOLEUM DISPLAYS -

ROLLS OF CARPET

ROLLS OF VINYL

CERAMIC TILE DISPLAYS




